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AP WORLD HISTORY SYLLABUS 

Mrs. Williams 

vwilliams@alvinisd.net 

CM248 

Conference: 6th Period 

 
WHAT IS AP WORLD HISTORY? 

 

Advanced Placement World History is the College Board college-level survey course that 

introduces students to world civilizations and cultures. Pre-AP World Cultures begins the 

process but at a slower pace as it introduces students to all of the concepts of the sophomore AP 

World History. The course guide for both classes is the College Board’s AP World History 

course description. A student’s performance on the AP World History exam (offered in May of 

the calendar year) determines a student’s eligibility to earn college credit. Course curriculum, 

materials, and expectations are designed to prepare students for the rigorous three-hour exam. 
 

 

COURSE PHILOSOPY: WHY TAKE THIS COURSE 

 

AP World History is a superior preparations for college. While our goal is that you will all 

receive acceptable scores of threes or higher on the May exam for credit, additional goals include 

preparing students for eleventh grade AP US History and AP English Language and 

Composition and the PSAT and SAT college placement exams.  

 

My wishes are that you learn to think critically and write as a good historian would. An 

additional desire is to open your eyes to the world.  The United States is a nation of immigrants 

and an amalgam of traditions and cultures. This course is a wonderful preparation for the 

universality of the multiculturalism of the United States.  

 

All students who want to try these classes are welcome provided you understand that we will 

read extensively and write frequently. I will provide assistance and tutorials if help is 

needed. And I do believe students with learning challenges can prosper in this class and am 

willing to make accommodations to meet special needs for students.  
 

 

COURSE PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of the course, however, extends beyond the possibility of earning college credit by 

providing students with the opportunity to develop skills and knowledge that will form a useful 

foundation for college studies. A recent study of this “AP Effect” reported the following results: 
 

 Better prepared academically for college 

 More likely to specialize in majors with tougher grading standards 

 More likely to complete more college course work 

 More likely to take subjects in their AP subject area 

 Likely to perform significantly better over four years of college course work 

 More likely to be superior in terms of leadership 

 More likely to make significant accomplishments in college 

 Twice as likely to do graduate level studies 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

Pre-AP Human Geography is a ninth grade introductory level course to the AP curriculum, 

skills, and themes which are continued in sophomore level AP World History. While the themes, 

skill and content are Advanced Placement in nature, the pacing of the class, amounts of work, 

reading and depth of the content are more relevant to the maturity and education levels of 10th 

graders. The tenth grade AP World History course begins with a six week review of the period 

600 BCE to 1450 CE, but emphasizes early modern, modern, and contemporary periods and 

mastery of skills critical to the May AP World History exam. In both years, students will address 

the higher level thinking skills or Habits of the Mind and themes common to Advanced 

Placement social studies classes and the PSAT and SAT admissions tests.  

 

HISTORICAL PERIODS AND KEY CONCEPTS 
 
 

UNIT 1  

 

THE GLOBAL TAPESTRY 

C. 1200 TO C. 1450 

Key Concept 1.1  

Expansion, Intensification of Communication and Exchange Networks 

Key Concept 1.2  

Continuity and Innovation of State Forms and Their Interactions 

Key Concept 1.3  

Increased Economic Productive Capacity and Its Consequences 

UNIT 2 

 

NETWORKS OF EXCHANGE 

C. 1200 TO C. 1450 

Key Concept 2.1  

Expansion, Intensification of Communication and Exchange Networks 

Key Concept 2.2  

Continuity and Innovation of State Forms and Their Interactions 

Key Concept 2.3  

Increased Economic Productive Capacity and Its Consequences 

UNIT 3 

 

LAND-BASED EMPIRES 

C.1450 TO C. 1750 

Key Concept 3.1 

Globalizing Networks of Communication and Exchange 

Key Concept 3.2.  

State Consolidation and Imperial Expansion 

UNIT 4 

 

TRANSOCEANIC 

INTERCONNECTIONS 

C. 1450 TO C. 1750 

 

Key Concept 4.1  

Globalizing Networks of Communication and Exchange 

Key Concept 4.2  

New Forms of Social Organization and Modes of Production 

Key Concept 4.3  

State Consolidation and Imperial Expansion 

UNIT 5 

 

REVOLUTIONS 

C. 1750 TO C.1900 

 

Key Concept 5.1 

Industrialization and Global Capitalism 

Key Concept 5.2  

Nationalism, Revolution and Reform 

UNIT 6 

 

CONSEQUENCES OF 

INDUSTRIALIZATION  

C. 1750 TO C. 1900 

Key Concept 6.1  

Industrialization and Global Capitalism 

Key Concept 6.2  

Imperialism and Nation-State Formation 

Key Concept 6.3 

Nationalism, Revolution and Reform 

Key Concept 6.4  

Global Migration 

UNIT 7 

GLOBAL CONFLICT 

C. 1900 TO THE PRESENT 

Key Concept 7.1 

Global Conflicts and Their Consequences 

Key Concept 7.2 

New Conceptualizations of Global Economy, Society and Culture 
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UNIT 8 

COLD WAR AND 

DECOLONIZATION 

C. 1900 TO THE PRESENT 

Key Concept 8.1 

Global Conflicts and Their Consequences 

Key Concept 8.2 

New Conceptualizations of Global Economy, Society and Culture 

UNIT 9 

GLOBALIZATION 

C. 1900 TO THE PRESENT 

Key Concept 9.1 

Science and the Environment 

Key Concept 9.2 

New Conceptualizations of Global Economy, Society and Culture 

THE NINE HABITS OF THE MIND: HISTORICAL THINKING SKILLS 
 

 

1. Appropriate Use of Relevant Historical Evidence 

2. Historical Argumentation 

3. Historical Causation 

4. Patterns of Continuity and Change over Time 

5. Periodization 

6. Comparison 

7. Contextualization 

8. Interpretation 

9. Synthesis 

 

Every part of the Pre-AP Human Geography, and AP World History courses assess habits of 

mind as well as content. Students will take multiple-choice tests and write essays that will include 

studying maps, using graphs, analyzing art works, and interpreting quotations. Other aspects 

include assessing primary data, evaluating arguments, handling diverse interpretations, making 

comparisons, and understanding historical context.  

 

THE FIVE THEMES 
 

1. Interaction between humans and the environment 

a. Demography and Disease 

b. Migration 

c. Patterns of Settlement 

d. Technology 
 

2. Development and Interaction of Cultures 

a. Religions 

b. Belief Systems, Philosophies, and Ideologies 

c. Science and Technology 

d. The Arts and Architecture 
 

3. State-Building, Expansion and Conflict 

a. Political Structures and forms of governance 

b. Empires 

c. Nations and nationalism 

d. Revolts and Revolutions 

e. Regional, Transregional, and Global Structures and Organizations 
 

4. Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems 
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a. Agricultural and pastoral production 

b. Trade and Commerce 

c. Labor Systems 

d. Industrialization 

e. Capitalism and Socialism 
 

5. Development and Transformation of Social Structures 

a. Gender Roles and Relations 

b. Family and Kinship 

c. Racial and Ethnic Constructions 

d. Social and economic classes 

 

CLASS STRUCTURE AND EVALUATION 
 

Students who take this course should realize that AP courses are taught and graded at the college 

level; this includes all pre-AP tests and essays. Consequently, the courses exceed the demands and 

expectations for typical high school courses. But the class is truly manageable and I am aware 

that you have six other classes and extracurriculars.  
 

 

A. Class structure 
 

A typical day will include a warm-up exercise (C/E, SOAPPS-Tone/APPARTS, OPPTIC, 

WHISTOREEAAC, or Quiz), followed by two different activities. One will usually involve a 

lecture for around 25 minutes and the third time block will be an exercise to check your 

understanding of the content. There will be no time to do homework in class so come with 

your assignments completed. All work assigned is due at the beginning of class. 

 

AP courses are taught at a college preparatory level and follow not only the College Board’s AP 

curricula but also the PSAT and SAT guidelines. Nevertheless, the class is truly manageable. 
 

B. Nine Weeks Grades and Exercises (indicates typical amount each six weeks) 
 

1. 60% Grades (Summative) 

a. All timed in class essays 

b. Unit Tests and Geography Tests 

c. Notebook grade 

 

2. 40% Grade (Formative) 

a. Outside Reading Assignments (numerous) 

b. Daily Writing Exercises, Mastery Checks and Quizzes (weekly)  

c. SAT/World History reading assignments (weekly) 

d. Individual assignments including outlines (Each unit will have several)  

 

C. Semester Final Exam  

 

There will be a final exam each semester. There will be no exemptions. The final will count 

for 15-20% of the semester grade. These exams will mirror the format of the May AP World 

History exam. 
 

 

D. Handwritten Work 

 



5 

 

All outlines and class notes must be turned in as a hard copy format. Consequently, please write 

out your work in longhand and turn it in. This is to simulate the College Board testing format 

as a preparatory tool. It is also to avoid plagiarism and copying.  

 

ALL WORK MUST BE IN THE STUDENTS HANDWRITTING. ANY NOTES OR CLASS 

WORK TURNED IN THAT IS NOT IN THE STUDENTS HANDWRITTING WILL NOT 

BE USED ON QUIZZES, WHEN TEACHER ALLOWS, AND WILL NOT BE TAKEN BY 

THE TEACHER RESULTING IN A ZERO. 

 

E. Binders 

 

Students will keep a binder, which is critical for test preparation and the May AP exam. 

Binders should be kept in chronological order, corresponding to chapters read each nine 

weeks. Binder checks will be conducted and taken for a grade.  
 

 

The divisions should be  

 

 The class syllabus and rules;  

(1) Warm-Ups; 

(2) Reading notes and outlines;  

(3) Geography work and maps;  

(4) Writing exercises including your essays and writing journal;  

(5) Daily work including SOAPPS, SAT readings, and Document Analyses;  

(6) Supplemental reading work;  

 

Your binder must include loose-leaf paper, college/wide ruled.  

  

CLASS RULES 
 

Violations of rules will be handled by detentions with the teacher before or after school. Further 

problems will result in calling parents and referral of the student to the principal.  

 

A. Be Prompt and Be Here 
 

Please be to class on time. Tardy is defined as not in your seat when the bell rings. Try not to 

miss any class unless it is an emergency or if you are ill. It is almost impossible to make up 

missed class discussions. If you are going to be out of the class more than two days, please 

contact the teacher as soon as possible. 

 

B. Be Courteous and Respectful to All Others 
 

Students will be respectful towards others and their ideas at all times. Be nicer to guests and 

substitute teachers than you and each other. Raise your hand if you want to say something. 

Please wait until the teacher recognizes you to speak. Please do not get up from your seat 

without permission 

 

C. Be Prepared for this class 
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Bring all books, work, and supplies to class daily. Assigned work is due at the beginning of the 

class on the date specified. Work due the day of a field trip must be turned in before a student 

leaves. If there is a test the day of a field trip, the student must make arrangements with the 

teacher to take it early or the day after the field trip.  

 

D. Be Involved in the class 
 

Students will be involved in the class at all times. This involves taking notes, being engaged in 

the discussion, and doing all work assigned. 

 

 

E. Be Honest  
 

Thou shall bear no false witness and Thou shall not steal – tell the truth at all times and do your 

own work. Do not copy. Do not share answers.  

 

F.  Grading Policy 

    Please see the Alvin High School grading policy. The district grading policy will be followed by       

 the teacher. 

 

QUIZ, EXAM FORMAT AND GRADING 
 

All exams will be multiple choice questions with FOUR answer choices in 50 minutes. All tests 

are chronological in progression and will contain questions based on older but related content 

and questions based on new but untested content.  

 

I can give quizzes without warning but will usually give a 15 question, 10 minute quiz the day 

your outline for each chapter is due. You may use your outline or reading notes on the quiz 

(Outlines and reading notes MUST be in the student’s handwriting or will not be used on the 

quiz).  

 

All essays will be graded with the official College Board AP World History rubrics. Short writing 

assignments will use a rubric modeled on the official rubrics. ALL essays will be handwritten to 

prepare students for the AP World History Exam. 

 

 

TEST/QUIZ CORRECTIONS AND REPLACEMENT ESSAYS 
 

Any student may earn the opportunity to redo any assignment or retest any assessment within a 

timely manner once they receive their test back (no minimum grade required). All 

reassessments will be of equal or greater rigor to the original assessment. The following 

guidelines must be met to be able to retest an assessment: 

 

 Students may only be able to redo an assignment for full credit if the original assignment 

was submitted. 

 To retest for full credit of an assessment the student must attend a minimum of two 

tutoring sessions within a week of receiving their test back. 

 Students will only be able to earn half of their points back if only one tutoring session is 

attended before reassessment. 
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 Students not attending tutoring may be denied reassessment by the teacher. 

Reassessment for ongoing projects are at the teacher’s discretion. 

        ~Alvin High School Grading Policy~  

 

TUTORIALS 
 

Monday-Wednesday 3:00-3:30pm  

If a student cannot make it to these tutorial days, it is the student’s responsibility to set an 

appointment for another day and time with the teacher. 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 
 

All my assignments will appear on the board in class. The comment “I did not know” is only 

reserved for students that missed class. If you are going to miss class for any reason 

(extracurricular etc.) you must let me know before hand to get an extension on missed work.   

If a students turns in late work I will take points off of the graded assignment. 

 1 day late-10 points 

 2 days late- 20 points  

 3 days late- 30 points 

 

CHEATIING 

 

Students caught cheating will receive a zero on the assignment. Notes and outlines that are not 

completed in the student’s handwriting will NOT be used on notes quizzes. Creating group chats 

through text, Snap Chat, Instagram or any other social media to share answers is cheating and 

the appropriate administrators will be notified along with an email/call to parents. Zeros will be 

issued. 

 

 

CLASS SUPPLIES 
 

Students need a binder with dividers and assorted color highlighters. You will also need college 

ruled notebook paper. All work, other than outlines and notes, must be in blue or black ink.   

 

EXTRA CREDIT 

 

Extra Credit will be offered at the teacher’s discretion. When the student is turning in 

assignments on time and completing test corrections, following tutorials, extra credit will not be 

needed.  

 

THE MAY NATIONAL EXAM 

 

The AP National exam is on May 14, 2020 . The test is cumulative and comprehensive covering 

material f, rom the entire year. 

 

Students should maintain a notebook, participate in after-school reviews, form student study 

groups, and work your review books. Final responsibility for preparing and passing the exam is 

of course yours.  
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REQUIRED TEXTS 

 

Our primary text is The Earth and Its Peoples: A Global History, 5th Edition by Richard W. 

Bulliet et. al (2011). The ISBN is 978-0-538-77438-6.  

 

 

 

COLLEGE BOARD AND THE COURSE GUIDE TO AP WORLD HISTORY 

 

All students have access to a copy of the official AP course guide. This information is available 

on-line at http://www.collegeboard.com/ap. The course website is AP World History. Visit the 

sites; there is a great deal of information about the AP philosophy, the program, and materials 

or hints for students. 

 

 

 

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 

The single most important contributor to student success is whether he/she completes each reading 

assignment and its accompanying work. There is no substitute. Do the reading faithfully. Reading 

is assigned for each class period. At first it may seem time consuming and difficult, but practice 

makes perfect! And use a dictionary every time you do not understand a word. 

 

Although we are in high school, this is a college course. We will discuss topics that may be new 

and different. Please keep an open mind. You do not have to agree with what you read and hear, 

but you will need to think historically and critically. 

 

Keep an organized notebook and use it to review. Proper prior planning prevents poor 

performance. This is especially true of college courses.  

 

Work at mastering writing styles. In that one-half of the AP grade is writing, you must be able to 

write if you want to pass. Come to tutorials if you need help. 

 

Do not worry about your grade unless it is failing. This is a college course and universities know 

the difference on transcripts between regulars and Advanced Placement classes. University 

Admissions will tell you they would rather see a “C” in an AP than an “A” in a regulars’ class. 

AP classes earn higher grade points. Consequently an 87 in an AP class is worth a 97 in a 

regular’s class.  

 

Form and join an informal study Group with students in the same class. These are very successful. 

The group is not a substitute for reading or the work, but two heads are often better than one. 

This also allows you to get missing notes. And exchange phone numbers so you can call each 

other if need be. This does not mean create a group text and share answers, this is called 

cheating. 

 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/Controller.jpf?affiliateId=rdr&bannerId=ap
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/4484.html
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If you have a question or concern, email me, or come by. I will help you all as much as is possible, 

but you have to see me afterschool to prevent the disruption of my other classes. Please do not 

have parents call me until you yourself have tried to resolve a concern. My conference and 

tutorial times are posted. And I am usually at in my classroom after school. 
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To Mrs. Williams, 

 

 

I have read the syllabus and course description for Advanced Placement World History. I understand 

my responsibilities in this course, the requirements to be successful, and that there will be more work 

than in a typical class. I will do my best to abide by class expectations. 

 

 

______________________________________       _______________ 

Student                                                                     Date 

 

 

 

 

 

I/we have read the course syllabus for Advanced Placement World History. I/we understand the long-

term benefits of the intellectual development offered by this course, and support my/our student’s 

enrollment in this course. I/we have also read the class rules and will do my/our best to have our 

student abide by class expectations. 

 

 

_____________________________________       _______________ 

Parent/Guardian                                                    Date 

 

 

_____________________________________       _______________ 

Parent/Guardian                                                    Date 

 

 

 

 

Electronic Device Policy: 

 

Electronic devices will be used in the classroom at the teacher’s discretion. Electronic devices need to 

be put away in my backpack when not in use. Failure to follow the electronic device policy will result 

in my phone being taken to the front office for me to pick up after school and a phone call/email to my 

parent/guardian. The purpose of this electronic device policy is to allow me to provide my full 

attention to my teacher and assignments. 

 

I have read and understand the electronic device policy and the consequences of my failure to follow 

the policy.  

 

______________________________________   ________________ 

      Student       Date 

 

 

______________________________________   _________________ 

  Parent/Guardian      Date 


